
 
 

 

 

Homily 
RECONCILE WITH GOD, RETURN TO GOD 

 
(Homily on 19th of February 2021, at Eternal Shrine Memorial Park, Balanga City, Bataan) 
 

We dedicate this Holy Mass to our loved ones who have departed because of the Covid19 

pandemic. Even though we do not know many of them personally, they are important to 

us. Letus always remember them in our prayers and in the celebration of Holy Mass. 

This is now the second of every nineteenth of the month that our Diocese of Balanga is 

grateful and remembers those who are affected and served us during the Covid19 

pandemic. 

 

Thank you so much for attending and participating in our celebration of Holy Mass. We 

are grateful to Ate Lourdes and Kuya Celso for opening their Eternal Shrine Memorial 

Gardens as a venue for our Holy Mass . Let us praise the Lord. 

 

My brothers and sisters, let us pause in silence and offer a prayer for those who have 

departed and were affected by this pandemic. 

 

In our current situation, there are fears and dangers around us due to the Covid19 

pandemic. Most of us are struggling. You and I are burdened, worried and nervous. 

There is a fear that we may become infected or fall short of the provisions for our daily 

expenses. 

 

Unfortunately, there are casualties, most especially those who are dear to us and are from 

our province of Bataan. However, we must reflect on the fact that this Covid19 pandemic 

leaves us with these realities. What are they? 

 

First, we need the Lord God, let us reconcile ourselves to Him 

Second, we need our neighbors , let us sacrifice for them and 

Finally, we also need ourselves, let us take good care of oneself 

 



 
 

 

First, we must not avoid or remove the Lord God from our lives. We must not turn away 

from Him nor forget Him. At this time, we should know that only the Lord God can truly 

help us. He is our salvation. 

 

As we continue to struggle with this pandemic, it is important to seek God every day of 

our life. It is by approaching God’s throne in times of adversity that our faith deepens, 

our hope renewed, and our courage instilled. 

 

The Lord God is the true essential provider. He is the main frontliner. The Almighty God is 

who we need the most, particularly at this time for He alone can provide healing and 

comfort. The vaccine was invented because of the greatness and power of God. Its efficacy 

is because of the mercy and kindness of our Heavenly Father. 

 

Everything happens and becomes possible because of God. Let us then call on Him and 

trust Him, accept wholeheartedly that He is who we need most in our lives. 

 

Titles or positions will come to an end. Wealth can be stolen, exhausted, or disappear. 

Beauty and abilities are fleeting. Earthly powers come to an end. Only the Lord God lasts 

forever and only He alone can give us all these things. Therefore, let us humbly dedicate 

ourselves to Him, the Creator of heaven and earth and the One who can give us an 

everlasting life. 

 

While we are strong and healthy here on earth, let us turn to Him. Let us change our ways 

and reconcile ourselves to Him because in the end, we will return and come home to our 

Heavenly Father. 

 

This is what happened to our departed ones who we remember at this time and whose 

lives we honor in this Holy Mass. Their journey on earth has come to an end as they enter 

the heavenly kingdom to be with our Lord God for all eternity. 

 

Secondly, we need our neighbor. We must not stay away from them nor avoid them. 

They are not the enemy and we should not be afraid of them. They helped us in different 

ways and in return, deserve to be helped. They have served us and are rightly to be 

accepted and assisted. 

 

 



 
 

 

As Jesus said, "whenever you did this to these little ones who are my brothers and sisters, 

you did it to me" (Matthew 25,40). Therefore, as we approach the Lord God, He will ask us 

"where is your brother" (Genesis 4: 9). 

 

Brethren, what have you done to them? We need to help them. Empathize and support 

them in any way we can. We must be willing to sacrifice for them. We also need our 

neighbors. They are our passport to Heaven. They must never be a burden. 

 

As followers of Christ, we are called to serve because He has equipped us with unique 

abilities to serve God and others. Therefore, we have no excuse for failing to use these 

purposeful gifts. 

 

When this Covid19 pandemic ends, with the power and goodness of the Lord God, our 

conversation will center on: “What have you done to others? Have you served your neighbors?” 

 

Finally, we cannot hide from the Coronavirus. It is indiscriminate. This virus has affected 

every spectrum of our society: young or old, male or female, rich or poor. Everyone can 

be infected. That is why we have to be careful and stay safe at all times. Most of all, we 

need to take care of ourselves. 

 

Our diligent adherence to the IATF guidelines is not only part of our self-care but also for 

our loved ones. Our approval and compliance are signs of our service. Our obedience to 

these protocols will help save other people. Making ourselves safe makes other people 

safe. 

 

We also need to take care of ourselves. Why? When we are stronger and healthier, we are 

able to serve more for our loved ones and those who are entrusted in our hands. As we 

takecare of ourselves we can give more of our time, efforts, and skills to them. Hence, let 

us be good to ourselves. 

 

Taking care of ourselves means avoiding things and vices that will cause harm and illness 

in the body and soul. Therefore, let us sustain our body with proper nutrition and enough 

rest. Let us guard our minds with pleasant and worthy reading materials or TV programs. 

Let us take care of our souls through prayer, imitating Jesus, and by keeping the 

Commandments of the Lord God. 

 



 
 

 

Brothers and sisters, we need to take care of our bodies and souls so that at the end of our 

earthly journey, we too can enter Heaven and live perpetually in the presence of the Lord 

Almighty. 

 

This Covid19 pandemic awakens us from what we formerly perceived as normal 

thoughts and actions and springs us to the reality of a better, new normal: 

 

We need the Lord God, let us reconcile ourselves to Him 

We need our neighbors , let us sacrifice for them and 

We also need ourselves, let us take good care of oneself 
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